" by Jane Primerdno.
In an unimposing; n-

- dustrialfoffice paikin
Wyckoff, NJ, one door
reads Great Notch NeW'

Jerseyans know Great

Noteh is a'part of Wayhe

Township ' miles. away
from Wyckoff . where
George Washington deliv-
ered an address to his
LToops but behind . this
doar is a small but active
d1s1:11[er5,r Randy Pratt, an
educator by profession
and distiller by avocation,
sef up the first distillery
in Bergen County since
P:ohibﬂlon

His process is a ]ittle

more high tech than that
uged by the bootleggers.
It features the 1SH1, a
Dutch. mventlon, that
‘streamlines . the. process
of creating, “eraft. spmts
Odin VanEifk, mventor of
the-1Still vistted Pratt re-
cently to feach a class in

class cdme from Pennisyl-
‘vanda, Cormectcut New
York and’ Alberta, CA.
They did “have some
classroom instructon in
their hotel from Anne-So-
phie Whitehead, .deputy
director of the Americam
Distilling Institute. Those
classes cover distribution
and marketing,

“We get to krow each
other and we go over the
whole process, . milling,
cooking, maéhmg 'Ihe}r
see the fun -and the
work,” VanEijk said of the
students; Each -student
Has. His_own Téason for

'takmg the tlass,

Frederiok Volz' and ‘Bill
Srmth are, sta.rhng the
Nittanny Mou.ntain DlS-

] I Odm VanEifk {left) and Handy Prait wrrh Praﬁs 70

gaflon :Stn'l

will manage the opérar
tdon, but both . énjoyed
their, ha.nds—on exposiire

to the process. Jugtin Ho-

ken is in the asset man-
agement business and
hopes fo have a distillery
on the side. He grew. up
with family in the hospi-
tality business and no-
ticed Connecticut seems

o be easing up on regula-

tions,

Smokey Fonester is a
television documentaly
producer. He is interested
in a small still to develop

Jis. own recipe for Geist.
The. ~German word. for

ghost Ceist refers_to ‘a
fruoit brandy made from

fragrant” but low . sugar

fruits.. John leDuc  al-

ready ‘works for a large

company, Cooperstown
Distillery. He said he has
a graduate degree in foll-
lore, specxa.ljzmg in hops
production in upstate
New.' York. ' Copperstown
sént him to VanEiji's

class hecause they want

- him to learn all possible

aspects of the business,
he explained. Cooper-
stown Distillery is known
for its bottle shaped like a
baseball, but LeDuc said
they use regular hoitles
as well.

Greg Radstack came
from Canada because Al-
berta recently changed its
regulations to allow small
distilleries, producing up
to.100, 000 Dters per year.

TUIVE been followmg
Odiri for a year,” Rad-

i ‘stack wald, adding
3 technology caught Ty at—

Wﬂl be the d15tl]1er Smith'

a. restaurant and bar.
“T've started several busi-
nesses,” he said. VanEljk
said 80 percent of stu-
dents he has worked with
jump right in to a distill-

ery business., 7

‘The Great Notch

- Startup
Pratt said he started
the same way these shi-
dents did. He went to
workshops, topk classes

and visited distilleries. “I )

thought I would start up
overnight, but it is a
process,” he said.” The
length of the process de-
pends on the state. Pratt
planned on starting up a

business in, New  York-

State but then New Jer-
sey laws cha.nged and
made it easier to open
here.

‘There is always some-

. Forrester focks on

C'

I Greg Radslack pours mash into the distiiler as

Radstack alieady owns o (S
< gommerclal building with . §

thmg to “do,” he added
Betiles must be cleaned,
dried or a rack and then

Randy Pratt dsrnonstrate's his .“boiﬂing fine:

Fredsnck Volz stead!es the funnel and Smokey

on boa:ds With holes for

the neck to make sure
they dry inside. Then bot-
tles are filled and. corked
and labeled.
man shaow, untll bottiing,
Then family and friends
belp,” he said.. ..

Pratt primarify ma.k.es
clear spirits: vodka, gin,

not aged. His plan is.to
start distilling aged spir-

its and has run a test

batch.

Pratt's botﬂes are., s@n
unusual siyle that” mir-
rors the shape of the still.
“T's an . old-fashioned
style,” Pratt said. He
wanted a look that would
be noticeable to patrons.
The wide shoulders below
the long neck do stand

out, The labels are simple
-with a stylized logo repre-

senting the notch and
eolor differences depend-
ing on the type. He uses
synthetic cdrks which he
says are just as good. as

"natural.

Becaiise of the smalil
size of his space, Pratt
doesnt stock a 1ot of in-
ventory ‘Hiz  bottling
“liné”, is one bottle at a

- time- a2nd’ He applies the

plastic t6 His corks with a
heat gun.- “Bight dollars

" from: Harbor Freight,” he

'rhe_sﬁn Pritt Bought is
a perfect fit in the space.

"Tm. a.one-.

- and moonshine which are

It is a 70 gallon bofler.
which ecan distill up to 10 - |
liters an hour, - R

" The class éxaminas the ISt From laft: Greg

Hadstaok John LeDug,” Justln

Hoken, Smokey
‘Forrester. arfd Frederick Voz. .



